
 

Service for the Lord’s DAY  
 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 

Half Past Ten o’clock in the Morning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARE FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
  
VOLUNTARIES                                           Let All  Mortal flesh Keep Silence                                         John Innes 
        Once In Royal David’s City 
                                                                      
CALL TO WORSHIP | Psalm 30:1-4, 11-12                                                                      Dr. Jean Bennett (virtual) 
                                                                                                                                                  Lina Bowers (in-person) 

I exalt you, Lord, because you pulled me up; 

    you didn’t let my enemies celebrate over me. 

Lord, my God, I cried out to you for help, 

     and you healed me. 

Lord, you brought me up from the grave,  

      brought me back to life from among those going down to the pit. 

You who are faithful to the Lord, 

      sing praises to him; 

      give thanks to his holy name! 

You changed my mourning into dancing. 

      You took off my funeral clothes 

              and dressed me up in joy 

             so that my whole being 

                might sing praises to you and never stop. 

 Lord, my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 



  
CAROL                                                  Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice                ABERSTWYTH  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With such preaching, stark and bold, 

John proclaimed salvation near, 

and his timeless warnings hold 

words of hope to all who hear. 

So we dare to journey on, 

led by faith through ways untrod, 

till we come at last like John 

to behold the Lamb of God.  

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE | The Candle of Joy           Timothy Belk, Kevin Nickorick (virtual) 

                   Lynn Peggs-Nunez & Jesus Nunez (in-person) 

 I dream of dance parties in the kitchen. 

 I dream of laughter that is contagious. 
I dream of birthday candles and another beautiful year. 
 I dream of family game nights and dinner with friends. 
I dream of homemade Christmas cookies shared with family. 
 I dream of pillow forts, fireflies, and front porch swings. 
I dream of every little thing that brings joy; and I know it comes from God. 
 So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder that God’s dream for this 
 world involves the end of all tears. 
 
God’s dream for this world involves a joy that overflows and is contagious. 

 So, may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we sing. 
 May we dance. 

May we laugh. 
 May we hold onto the people we love. 

May we sow joy in a hurting world, and may it be an act of holy resistance. Amen. 
                                              
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                

 Lover of our soul, God of creation, you who placed your enlivening spirit within us, our skies 

are filled with stars, and our earth displays a breathtaking diversity of life. There should be no 

end to our joy. And yet, we are often captivated by the unremarkable vision of wealth, status 

or social acceptance and blind to the soul crushing practices of jealousy, unkindness, injustice 

and greed.  

Wild and lone the prophet's voice 

echoes through the desert still, 

calling us to make a choice, 

bidding us to do God's will: 

"Turn from sin and be baptized; 

cleanse your heart and mind and soul. 

Quitting all the sins you prized, 

yield your life to God's control. 

"Bear the fruit repentance sows: 

lives of justice, truth and love. 

Trust no other claim than those; 

set your heart on things above. 

Soon the Lord will come in power, 

burning clean the threshing floor: 

then will flames the chaff devour; 

wheat alone shall fill God's store." 



 

Open our eyes; open our hearts; open our minds to grasp the truth that you desire abundant 

 life, joy, wholeness in mind, body and spirit for all your children wherever they call home. Until 

 the  fullness of life is the reality for all, you call us to witness and work for the transformation of 

 the world.  

 
Give us vision; give us courage we pray. Amen. 
 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
 GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO                                                                                                                             GLORIA 

        
MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH 

 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 OUR LORD’S PRAYER (Collectively) 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

        and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
HEBREW BIBLE | Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (CEB) 

 

The Lord God’s spirit is upon me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me. 

He has sent me 

    to bring good news to the poor, 

    to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim release for captives, 

        and liberation for prisoners, 

    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

        and a day of vindication for our God, 

    to comfort all who mourn, 

    to provide for Zion’s mourners, 

    to give them a crown in place of ashes, 

    oil of joy in place of mourning, 

    a mantle of praise in place of discouragement.  

 

 



 

They will be called Oaks of Righteousness, 

    planted by the Lord to glorify himself. 

They will rebuild the ancient ruins; 

    they will restore formerly deserted places; 

    they will renew ruined cities, 

    places deserted in generations past. 

I, the Lord, love justice; 

    I hate robbery and dishonesty.  

I will faithfully give them their wage, 

    and make with them an enduring covenant. 

Their offspring will be known among the nations, 

    and their descendants among the peoples. 

All who see them will recognize 

    that they are a people blessed by the Lord. 

I surely rejoice in the Lord; 

    my heart is joyful because of my God, 

    because he has clothed me with clothes of victory, 

    wrapped me in a robe of righteousness 

    like a bridegroom in a priestly crown, 

    and like a bride adorned in jewelry. 

As the earth puts out its growth, 

    and as a garden grows its seeds, 

    so the Lord God will grow righteousness and praise before all the nations. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

CAROL                                            My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout        STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout  

that the God of my heart is great,  

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things  

that you bring to the ones who wait.  

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 

 and my weakness you did not spurn,  

so from east to west shall my name be blest.  

Could the world be about to turn?  

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

 Let the fires of your justice burn.  

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,  

and the world is about to turn.  

Though I am small, my God, my all,  

you work great things in me,  

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 

to the end of the age to be. 

 Your very name puts the proud to shame,  

and to those who would for you yearn,  

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 

for the world is about to turn.  

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  

Let the fires of your justice burn.  

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,  

and the world is about to turn.  



 

Though the nations rage from age to age,  

we remember who holds us fast:  

God’s mercy must deliver us  

from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 

 This saving word that our forebears heard  

is the promise which holds us bound,  

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,  

who is turning the world around.  

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  

Let the fires of your justice burn.  

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,  

and the world is about to turn.  

 
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES    
 
GOSPEL LESSON |  John 1, selected verses (CEB)  
 

 The Word was with God in the beginning. 

Everything came into being through the Word.  

What came into being 
     through the Word was life,  

    and the life was the light for all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, 

    and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light. 
 

 A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to testify concerning the light, so that 

through him everyone would believe in the light.  He himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to 

testify concerning the light. 

 

 The true light that shines on all people 

    was coming into the world. 

The light was in the world, 

    and the world came into being through the light, 

        but the world didn’t recognize the light. 

 

John testified about him, crying out, “This is the one of whom I said, He who comes after me is 

greater than me because he existed before me. From his fullness we have all received grace upon 

grace; as the Law was given through Moses, so grace and truth came into being through Jesus 

Christ. No one has ever seen God. God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made God 

known.” 

 

 

 



 

This is John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask  

him, Who are you? 

John confessed (he didn’t deny but confessed), I’m not the Christ.  

They asked him, Then, who are you? Are you Elijah? 

John said, I’m not. 

Are you the prophet?  

John answered, No. 

They asked, Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you  

say about yourself? 

John replied, I am a voice crying out in the wilderness, Make the Lord’s path  

straight, just as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Those sent by the Pharisees asked, Why do you baptize if you aren’t the Christ, nor Elijah,  

nor the prophet? 

John answered, I baptize with water. Someone greater stands among you, whom  

you don’t recognize. He comes after me, but I’m not worthy to untie his sandal  

straps. 

 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON                                                John the Baptist    John the Dreamer           Rev. Dr. Dawn M. Haeger 

 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | from A Brief Statement of Faith  
 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy one of 
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to 
hear the voices of peoples long silenced and to work with others for justice, freedom and 
peace. 
 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to 
live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth, praying, “Come, 
Lord Jesus!” 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES    



OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                        Gesú Bambino                                                             Pietro Yon 
When blossoms flower amid the snows upon a winter night, was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of love and 
light. The angels sang. The shepherds sang. The grateful earth rejoiced. And at His blessed birth, the stars their exultation 
voiced. Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night that gave the world the Christmas Rose, the King of love 
and light. Let every voice acclaim His name, the grateful chorus swell! From paradise to earth He came that we with Him 
might dwell. O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!    
   
DOXOLOGY                                   Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow                       VENI EMMANUEL  

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Praise God, all creatures here below;  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CAROL                       Come! Live in the Light!                                  WE ARE CALLED  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sing! Sing a new song! 

Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

God will reign, 

and we’ll walk with each other 

as sisters and brothers 

united in love. 

We are called to act with justice; 

we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, 

to walk humbly with God. 

 
INVITATION AND BENEDICTION                                                                                 
CHORAL RESPONSE                                While We Are Waiting, Come                                                WAITING  

While we are waiting, come. Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.  
 
CHIMES OF THE HOLY TRINITY   |   God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit    
VOLUNTARY                                                    Ukranian Bell Carol                                                        John Innes 

Come! Live in the light! 

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are called 

to be light for the kingdom, 

to live in the freedom 

of the city of God. 

We are called to act with justice; 

we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, 

to walk humbly with God. 

Come! Open your heart! 

Show your mercy to all those in fear! 

We are called 

to be hope for the hopeless 

so hatred and violence 

will be no more. 

We are called to act with justice; 

we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, 

to walk humbly with God. 



  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Concert Series 3 p.m. Suncoast Bronze Ringers Let the Suncoast Bronze Ringers warm your 

holiday spirits as they ring the season’s most beloved carols and songs   

 

 A Wednesday Noon Recital Series in the Advent, Christmastide and Epiphany Seasons for those 

seeking a quiet haven of peace. Each Wednesday of Advent, Tim Belk will provide a 30 minute noon 

recital.  

 

 Join us December 16 at 7:00 p.m. for a Blue Christmas Vespers Service. Blue Christmas offers a 

time for expression of grief & sadness during the Christmas Season. This service will be held on 

Zoom, so all can participate from home.  Contact the church office for the Zoom link. 

 

 Lesson and Carols, The Choir is hard at work on a Lessons and Carols Service, featuring brass 

instruments for Sunday December 20th. The service will be offered both in person and online. 

 

 Christmas Eve Service, Join us on Christmas Eve, 6:00 p.m. for our Christmas Eve Candle-light 

Communion Service. Worship will be offered live and by livestream, so whether you attend in 

person or from home, we will all be together, as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. 

 

 Virtual Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 29, 10:00 a.m. Join us in Roebling Hall for worship. 

Members of Peace have created a “Virtual Christmas Pageant”. This will serve as our regular 

sermon for the day. 

 

 2021 Flower Calendar, Flower reservations for worship services in 2021 are now available. Cost is 
$45. Contact Brooks Workman or call the church office to reserve your date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



  

 

 

Assisting in the leadership of worship are  

   Rev. Bob Scott, Senior Pastor; Rev. Dr. Dawn M. Haeger, Associate Pastor   

Brent Douglas, Guest Pianist; Rebecca Futral-Anderson, Soprano Soloist;  

Timothy Belk, Director of Music Ministries. 

 

The Chancel flowers are presented to the glory of God  

by Alice Bivin and Roger 

 in memory of Jo Austin. 

            

Choristers 
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